Diagnosis of affective disorders and schizophrenia in the U.S.: a 1984 survey of psychiatrists and graduating residents.
During a 5-month period in 1983 and 1984, the authors surveyed a random sample of U.S. psychiatrists and all psychiatric residents graduating in 1984, with response rates of 56.1% and 51.9% respectively. They report the diagnostic classifications and subtypes used by the clinicians as well as the clinical features required by the clinicians to diagnose affective disorders and schizophrenia. When diagnosing schizophrenia, the graduating residents differed from their senior colleagues by giving more importance to the course of illness, duration of symptoms, and exclusion of affective disorder. These findings are discussed in light of past surveys and the development of new diagnostic systems.